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My First Months  
as a Priest Four Stories

Our True Center
The first months of my priesthood in 

Mexico City have been extraordinary – the 
most beautiful period of my life. From the 
day of ordination I have felt my heart so full 
of joy, humility, and gratitude. I have had the 
grace to celebrate daily Mass and to hear many 
confessions. That has been truly beautiful – to 
receive and love my brothers and sisters with all 
their weaknesses and struggles, to see their valor, 
vulnerability, and goodness, and to share with 
them in the name of Jesus Christ the forgiveness 
and mercy of God through the absolution of their sins. 

One weekend, I accompanied, as chaplain, a group of young 
men and women who went on construction missions. We went to 

a very poor community to 
build three simple homes 
for families in dire need.  
I heard confessions for 
over three hours the first 
day and celebrated Mass 
on Sunday. 

Please continue to 
pray for me, that I live 
my priestly life based on 
the solid foundations that 
were laid during the long 
years of formation and 
preparation. My prayer 
for myself, my fellow 

Fr. Daniel with four children in Mexico where homes were built for poor families.

priests, and all of you, is for God’s mercy and love to be our 
true center, the compass of our life – it is something that we can  
always count on.  - Fr. Daniel Rolczynski, LC

A Sublime Calling
My apostolate is as the administrator of our high-school 

seminary in Rolling Prairie, Indiana. But I am also a confessor 
and spiritual director of the students here. For some years before 
ordination, guiding souls to holiness through confession and 
spiritual direction was a part of the priesthood that I worried 
about. Who am I to tell others what they need to do to grow 
closer to Christ, when I still struggle to live up to what God has 
called me to? Yet in these months of priesthood, I have found 
this to be the most fulfilling. When I can give others, through the 
ministry of the Church, the pardon and peace they seek, when with 
a word of advice or counsel a soul is able to see past a difficulty 
or temptation, it is the most incredible thing in the world. The 

Fr. Andrew celebrates Mass in the Apostolic School chapel.
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infinite value of a single soul, who is now on the right path  
to Christ…

Humanly speaking, I feel the same as before my ordination. 
But there has been a change: I am another Christ, with the 
responsibility to be Christ for others. I pray that I can always be 
faithful to this sublime calling.  - Fr. Andrew Kolenda, LC

Watch and Pray

After preparing myself for more than twelve years to receive 
the gift of priestly ordination, I discovered that I would need 
to continue waiting to exercise my priestly ministry. An entire 
month passed before the official paperwork arrived from my 
Archdiocese granting me permission to exercise public ministry 
in the name of the Church. 

What does a priest do when he can’t be out and about 
preaching, celebrating Masses, and hearing Confessions? I 
celebrated Mass in private daily with only the company of the 
angels and saints. I offered the Body and Blood of Christ to God 
the Father for the redemption of the world. I dedicated my days 
to prayer and to study. I offered sacrifices for the conversion of 
sinners and I prayed for the souls entrusted to my priesthood. 

When the letter arrived from the Archdiocese, I immediately 
began to do all those things that new priests long to do. It would 
be a mistake however to consider the latter months to have been 
much more priestly than the first. The priesthood is more about 
being than doing, and I feel blessed to have had a whole month 
to focus on the former.  - Fr. Brett Taira, LC

At Camp River Ridge
Most of my apostolate revolves around a 144-acre hilly 

property outside of a small, picturesque German town in 
eastern central Indiana – the site of Camp River Ridge. We’re 
in the slow process of fundraising and constructing new 
facilities to host summer camps, weekend camps, and family 
campouts. There is so much potential for this campsite. I’m 
already beginning to see the first fruits of new families, parishes 
and schools that are gaining interest. 

I also work with several boys’ clubs in the Cincinnati area. 
Although I have many opportunities for ministry with youth 
and families, much of my time is spent on administrative tasks, 
promotion, and preparing for events. However, celebrating my 
daily Mass reminds me that I was ordained to offer the sacrifice 
of the Lord in the Mass for the good of the world, the well-
being of the Church, and the salvation of souls.   

By faith I know that the Lord has made me his priest. I 
carry a sublime gift in an earthen vessel. Little by little I grow 
into the priest the Lord has planned for me from all eternity. 
In the meantime, I ask for your prayers!  - Fr. Lucio Boccacci, LC

My First Months as a Priest Continued from page 1

Fr. Brett signs a copy of his book of photography which raised money for  
Everest Academy’s tuition assistance program.

Fr. Lucio Boccacci, LC, consecrates the Blood of Christ  
during his first Mass at Santa Cecilia in Trastevere in Rome.
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Legionaries In the World  |  Read Legionary Wisdom

Legionaries Write to  
Nourish a Hungry Culture

If you are a 
regular reader of 
Lifezette.com or Crux, 
you likely have come 
across the insightful 
writing of Fr. Michael 
Sliney and Fr. 
Matthew Schneider, 
two Legionaries with 
a passion for writing.

Lifezette is a 
news and commentary 
website with a 
politically conservative 
and predominantly 
Christian audience. 
“My main focus in 
all my work,” says 
Lifezette contributor 

Fr. Sliney, “is to help Christ populate heaven, and I sincerely 
hope my words contribute to this over-arching goal.” 

“I consider writing to be a God-given gift, and I am trying 
my best to be an effective pencil in God’s hands, all for his 
greater glory and for the extension of his Kingdom here on 
earth. Regnum Christi is called to transform culture. We are all 
asked to ‘fan our gifts into a flame’ (2 Timothy 1:6), with the goal of 
touching the hearts and minds of many, many souls for Christ.”  

“Although my plate is full as the Lumen Institute chaplain 
and spiritual director for our Greenwich/Manhattan teams, 
as well as supporting a team of young professionals in 
the city and a new Leadership Training Program in 

Greenwich with more than 35 kids, I find writing to be a form of 
therapy and mental relaxation. My 45-minute train ride between 
New York and Connecticut provides the best opportunity to 
draft and later tweak nearly all of my content. 

Crux provides specifically Catholic news and, according to 
Alexa rankings, it is the top Catholic news website. John Allen 
Jr., who runs it, has been one of the best Vatican reporters 
for the past 20 or so years. Crux is mainly for people who are 
already Catholic in helping us understand what is going on in the 
Church and the world. It also helps those who aren’t Catholic 
understand a Catholic perspective on the world.  

How did Fr Schneider come to contribute to Crux? “I 
have a gift for producing quick summaries of new Church 
documents. I had a paragraph-by-paragraph summary of Amoris 
Laetitia written the day it came out – I asked John Allen about 
summarizing the next Church document for his website. So I 
did a summary of Iuvenescit Ecclesia on lay movements and started 
sending him other articles.

“I get inspiration from reading a lot of news and then 
applying all the principles I’ve learned from my Catholic faith 
and Legionary formation to ask what an appropriate response 
is. I look at what good perspective a priest might give on news.

“A priest often needs to help people understand how their 
faith fits with the news of the day or the latest controversy. 
People are often confused and ask for guidance. For most priests 
this is a small part of their ministry and I just make it a bigger 
part of my ministry.”

Pope Francis has been clear that we Catholics need to go 
out to evangelize every corner of society and this 

includes the media. Fr. Sliney and Fr. Schneider 
have taken that charge to heart.

Above: Fr. Matthew Schneider, LC
Below: Fr. Michael Sliney, LC
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THE GIFT OF

TRADITION AND CULTURE

Fr. Lucio Boccacci, LC resides in Cincinnati and serves as director of Camp River Ridge. He finished 
degrees in chemical engineering, philosophy, and theology and was ordained this past December. 

He is also the author of The Father’s Adolescent book series (see page 6).

Did you ever notice that there is only one passage about 
Jesus as an adolescent in the entire New Testament? That text is 
Luke 2:40-52. This began to strike me a few years ago when I 
got involved in youth ministry. 

What I discovered was amazing: the richness of the passage 
was hardly touched upon. The text touches upon many themes, 
all of them relevant for the life of an adolescent, but too many to 
go over in this article. So I will focus on the first one: the gift of 
tradition and culture.

Verse 40 is 
all we read about 
Jesus’ childhood in 
the remote town 
of Nazareth, the 
uniqueness of this 
little holy family, the 
traditions and habits 
of Galilean country 
folk, and the unique 
blessedness of children. 
Then, verses 41 and 
42 tell us about our 12 
year old’s first official 
pilgrimage to the 
Temple in Jerusalem 
(though he had been to the Temple as a baby), his first Passover 
feast, and likely the first time he witnessed the whole slaying of 
the lamb ritual, which he certainly saw as a poignant prelude of 
his own sacrifice. The passage reminds us of the deep mark that 
the original Passover impressed upon the Israelites. They were a 
culture defined by feasts meant to relive now their common past, 
and pilgrimages, the “great heartbeats” of Israel. These feasts and 
pilgrimages were meant to increase the fervor and devotion of 
the faithful Jews, many of whom were more than willing to find 

a way to express their faith in God.
The boy Jesus didn’t completely 

break with his culture. He assumed it 
wholeheartedly in the 30 or so silent years 

in Nazareth. But he did bring something new: himself! He was 
born among the Israelites, the People of God, assuming their 
traditions. Jesus showed that these traditions, and the entire Law, 
really only makes sense if they reveal his own mystery. That’s 
why the passage places the boy Jesus in the center of the dialogue 
with the teachers of the law (vv. Luke 2:46-47).

Likewise, Jesus confirmed for us the value of our own 
Christian traditions. These traditions range anywhere from 

popular feasts such as 
Christmas and Easter, 
to the commandments 
and the prayers we 
memorize from our 
youth. These are 
standard ways that a 
family and an entire 
community are able 
to relive the story of 
Christ throughout 
the ages, transmitting 
to each generation 
practices that define us 
as Christians. 

We can see from 
our passage that Mary 

and Joseph were faithful Jews who took advantage of all these 
milestones in a young person’s life: circumcision, the presentation 
in the Temple, making the Passover pilgrimage every year. 
Their example is an invitation for parents to make the best of 
similar milestones today, such as Baptism, First Communion, 
and Confirmation, so that these experiences become significant 
stepping stones in the life and faith of children and teens.  
These can be great teaching moments, since kids are inserted  
into a series of traditions that make no sense to them unless  
they are explained. Following the example of Jesus, these 
traditions are a stimulus for young people to discover their 
deeper meaning.



Regnum Christi Family  |  Delivering the Gospel Message

The Gianna Center of the Gulf South
Protecting the Sanctity of Life and Dignity of Women

The Gianna Center of the Gulf South is the newest of eight 
Gianna centers for women’s health and fertility in the United 
States. The Covington, Louisiana location opened in 2015. 
Two of the “founders” are Regnum Christi members, Tara 
White and Laura Kiper whose individual experiences, talents, 
and concerns for women’s health issues are at the core of how 
this center came into being – along with God’s guiding hand.  

Tara, a veteran in the healthcare industry, had been going 
on medical missions since 2007. She saw the suffering of women 
in Guatemala with sexually transmitted diseases that were 
poorly treated or made worse by contraception and sterilization. 
Tara especially understood the heartbreak of the women with 
hormonal problems or infertility, because she was unsuccessful 
in becoming pregnant for three years before miraculously being 
blessed with two children.

During missionary trips to Guatemala, Tara worked with 
Dr. Alma Levy to teach Natural Family Planning to women. 
Back home in Louisiana, Tara shared her experiences with Laura 
Kiper, a registered nurse, who had also experienced infertility 
issues until learning about Creighton and NaPro technology.  
To solve her fertility problems, Laura needed to visit multiple 
healthcare providers, specific labs for blood tests, specific 
pharmacies and fight with insurance companies over and over 
again. It was complicated and difficult.

Tara and Laura began discussing these issues with fellow 
Regnum Christi members John Schembre (a pharmacist), and 

Dr. Bart Sellers (a chiropractor), looking for ways to 
serve women with dignity and in accordance with 

Catholic teaching.

The expertise of Joan Nolan, founder of the National 
Gianna Center for Women’s Heath and Fertility in New York 
City, gave the group from Louisiana a blueprint to follow. 
After meeting with Archbishop Gregory Aymond and receiving 
his enthusiastic support, they began the process of raising the 
necessary funding. Next, they hired Dr. Christine Hemphill, an 
OBGYN who had completed a fellowship in Medical and Surgical 
NaProTECHNOLOGY® at the Pope Paul VI Institute.

Today, Gianna Center of the Gulf South is the only 
comprehensive obstetrics, gynecology, and fertility medical center 
with a NaProTECHNOLOGY® surgery-trained OBGYN in 
the Gulf South region. Due to the high demand and success, they 
hired a second physician, Dr. Kathleen McGlynn. Long-term 
plans include working with the local university medical schools 
to train physicians in NaProTECHNOLOGY® and building 
their own facility with a pharmacy that abides by Catholic 
teaching, a surgery center, and a chapel.

For Tara and Laura, their personal suffering and experience 
of God’s love was a catalyst for something bigger than they 
could have imagined. Along with their fellow Regnum Christi 
members, they hope their center will become an institution 
in the South and help establish other Gianna Centers in the 
United States as well as third-world countries which are so dear 
to Tara’s heart.

Gianna Center of the Gulf South is a non-profit organization 
in need of continued support for equipment and to fund its 
growth in services such as Creighton Method education and 
midwifery. For more information, to donate, or sign up for the 
newsletter, visit www.giannagulfsouth.org.
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L to R: Dr Anne Nolte, Dr Bart Sellers, Dr Christine Hemphill, Dr Alma Levy, Archbishop Gregory Aymond, Laura Kiper, John Schembre, Thomas McKenna.
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Spiritual Resources  |  Upcoming Events

Atlanta Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment.
See website (events or services) for dates and 
information.
www.rcatlanta.org | 770-837-2798

Bethesda, Maryland – Retreat Center
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment.
See website for dates and information.
www.ourladyofbethesda.org
301-365-0612

Connecticut Area
Legion of Christ Novitiate & College of Humanities
See events www.LCCheshire.org | 203-271-0805

Dallas Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment.
See website (events) for dates and information.
www.dfw-rc.org 

Greater Charlotte Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment.
See web site (retreats or events) for dates and 
information.
www.rcgreatercharlotte.com

Greater Ohio Valley Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment.
See web site (events) for dates and information.
www.rcohiovalley.org 

Houston Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment.
See website (resources) for dates and information.
www.thykingdomcome.us

New York/New Jersey/Connecticut Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website (events) for dates and information.
www.regnumchristinyctnj.org
914-244-3685 | info@RegnumChristinyctnj.org 

Missions
On Line Spiritual Resources/Retreat Guides
www.rcspirituality.org 
Study Circle Guides, Ask a Priest- Questions
contact@rcspirituality.org 

Mission Youth Missions – International Missions
See website for dates:
www.missionyouth.com | 855-556-6872
missionyouth@missionnetwork.com

Helping Hands Medical Missions
See website (join) for dates: www.hhmm.org
972-253-1800 | mission@hhmm.org

Schedule of EventsSummer Youth Programs

Request for More Information             Plan today… Change the future!

Together, Planning for the FutureMission Youth volunteers with children from Haiti

School will soon be over and it’s time for parents to consider summer youth 
programs. There are over 20 possibilities for boys and girls at Regnum Christi 
camps, all organized and operated by skilled adult volunteers and teen camp 
counselors. Thousands of children from 5th to 12th grade participate every year.

Campers enjoy prayer and spiritual growth through participation in Mass 
and Confession. Typical activities include sports, games, workshops, night 
activities, swimming and fun in the sun. Listings for girl’s Challenge camps are 
at www.challengeyouthministries.com and the boy’s Conquest camps are at 
www.conquestyouthministries.com. 

For young adults from high school age through college, consider a life-
changing experience of volunteering in a summer mission trip. You can join an 
existing mission trip to Mexico, Nicaragua, or Haiti – or form a group of your 
own. Find out more at www.missionyouth.com.

The Father’s Adolescent Series
Fr. Lucio Boccacci, LC, has written a series of short books that explore 

what little we know about Jesus’ adolescence (Luke 2:40-52). The books reflect 
on Jesus’ first Passover pilgrimage, the first time we know 
he spoke and made an independent decision, among 
other interesting milestones. In each of the three books, 
Magnifying Glass, Boy Jesus, and Passover, you’ll discover new 
aspects of Jesus’ young life, personality, and actions. And 
there are three more books to come!

www.amazon.com
www.thefathersadolescent.com

Order online from either of
the websites listed below!



Name (please print): 

address:

City:                                                                                                                                                                             state:                  zip:

phONe #:                                                                                               e-mail:

Office of Planned Giving  |  p.O. Box 1122, Cheshire, Ct 06410  |  (800) 532-7478  |  www.legionariesofchrist.org PG200

Please send me your brochure to consider bequest options 

Please have a Development Officer give me a call to discuss planning options

Please enroll me in the Legion of Christ Legacy Society, as I have already remembered the Legion in my:

       Will            trust            retirement account            life insurance            Other

Request for More Information             Plan today… Change the future!

The Joy of Giving  |  Planning for the Future

Together, Planning for the Future
The mission of the Legionaries of Christ and Regnum Christi 
is to reveal His love, form apostles, and send them out to help 
build the Kingdom of Christ. Along with our benefactors, our 
role in this mission is to meet the present needs and develop 
resources for the future, in order to provide scholarships for 
our seminarians and support for our priests. 

One way many supporters have helped us in this mission is by 
remembering the Legion of Christ in their final plans.

You can help build the future of the Church with only a few 
words! A few words in your will, or in naming the Legion 
of Christ as a beneficiary can allow you to continue your 

support of what you believe in – well beyond the years God 
will give you in this lifetime. Your bequest will help ensure the 
training of future leaders to serve the Church throughout our 
communities in the United States.

Your bequest gift provides assurance for the continuing 
excellence in the training and formation of our seminarians. A 
will provides for the disposition of your assets, but it is also an 
expression of your love and commitment to those people and 
groups that you most cherish.

Benefits of a Bequest:
• Allows you to make a gift that cost nothing today 
• Value of the gift is removed from your taxable estate 
• When established as a percentage, a bequest 
intention allows for change in the value of your assets
• Most of all, your gift provides for the future of the 
Legionaries of Christ

36 Legionaries prostrate themselves before the altar at their ordination 
Mass in the Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome, on December 12, 2016



Missionaries in Action  |  Bringing College Students to Christ

“Missionaries in Action” features inspirational people who give of themselves to build the Kingdom of God.  
For more stories and information about living an active faith, see our website at www.legionariesofchrist.org

CComing to Rome can be a culture shock for Catholic English-
speaking college students studying abroad. But a program, 
“UpperRoom Rome,” run by Legionary seminarians, provides 
an opportunity for students to grow in and to share their faith. 
On Thursday nights students can gather at San Salvadore church 
at 7pm for Holy Hour followed by a time for fellowship. A 
Legionary priest is available during and after Holy Hour.

This year, recording artist Br. John Klein typically began the 
hour with music and prayer. Other Legionary theology students 
take turns preaching. Consecrated Women of Regnum Christi 
also frequently share spiritual reflections.

“When I came to Rome to study abroad I was seeking 
Adoration and fellowship similar to what I am blessed to 
know back home,” said St. Mary’s student Katherine Dunn. “It 
was incredible how the Holy Spirit led me to find out about 
UpperRoom. It’s my favorite part of the week.”

Students from over ten college and university study abroad 
programs have participated. One student, Brendon Crowe, 
decided to join the Legionaries and is currently a novice in 
Cheshire, Connecticut. “I was a little nervous and skeptical,” says 

Br. Brendon about his first visit to UpperRoom, “but it was there 
that I encountered Christ for the first time in my life.” 

In addition to Holy Hours and socials, UpperRoom 
organizers offer a half-day retreat each semester. Legionary 
seminarians, joined by priests, consecrated, and college students, 
also hold monthly street missions to promote Adoration and 
Confession in the busy streets of Rome.

For more info, search “UpperRoom Rome” on Facebook.

UpperRoom Rome

Fr. Ryan Richardson speaks with a student studying abroad in Rome.  
Br. John Klein plays guitar in the background.

Who We Are
The Legionaries of Christ, the consecrated men and 
women and all Regnum Christi members are a 
spiritual family who love Jesus Christ and, therefore, 
what He loves: His Church and souls. We commit to 
live out our baptismal call to holiness and to engage 
in apostolic action.

What We Do
Committed to establishing the Kingdom of Christ in 
every person and in society, we seek to evangelize 
culture, building a civilization of justice and love.

We form apostles by bringing God’s love to them, 
inspiring them to fall in love with Jesus Christ 
especially through prayer and the sacramental life, 
helping them come to know better the truths of the 
Catholic faith and inviting them to participate actively 
in the evangelization of culture and society. We 
awaken people to their mission in life and in the 
Church. We seek to serve all people and the whole 
Church, working as Jesus Christ did who formed a 
group of apostles and then sent them out to the 
whole world.

VOCAtiONs OFFiCe
LeGIONaRIeS Of CHRISt 

Fr. Edward Hopkins, LC 
475 Oak Avenue, Cheshire, CT 06410

(203) 631-2894 
www.legionvocations.org | vocation@legionaries.org

VOCAtiONs OFFiCe
CONSeCRated wOMeN Of ReGNUM CHRIStI 

Adrienne Rolwes 
951 Peachtree Parkway, Cumming, Georgia 30041

(401) 300-9705 | arolwes@regnumchristi.net

MAsses & NOVeNAs
Barbara DiSpirito

475 Oak Avenue, Cheshire, CT 06410
(800) 532-7478 

Barbara.DiSpirito@legionofchrist.org

OFFiCe OF pLANNeD GiViNG
Andrew Bamber, CFRE

P.O. Box 1122, Cheshire , CT 06410
(800) 532-7478 

Andy.Bamber@legionofchrist.org

GiFts iN KiND
Phil Liquori

(203) 530-8778 
Phil.Liquori@sbcglobal.net

©2017 The Legion of Christ, Incorporated. 
All rights reserved. 

The Legion of Christ Incorporated is a 501(c)(3) 
organization. Your gift is tax-deductible up to  
limits and regulations established by the IRS.

 iNstitutiONAL ADVANCeMeNt

Fr. John Connor, LC
30 Mansell Court

Suite 103
Roswell, Georgia 30076

(800) 532-7478

www.regnumchristi.org
www.legionariesofchrist.org

Regnum Christi

Our masthead: Br. John Frain, LC, and Br. Bernardo Ross, LC. Both young men are studying for the priesthood at our seminary in Cheshire, Connecticut.


