
Thy Kingdom Come! 

DG LC 

 

 

1 

 

 DG-LC 1173-2020 

 Clas. VII.9.69 

 

Rome, February 26 2020 

 

 

To all Legionaries of Christ, 

 

 

Dear fathers and brothers in Christ, 

 

It is a joy to address you for the first time since my election as General 

Director. I wish you all well and I hope to meet you so that we can get to know 

each other, exchange experiences and concerns, and live together as brothers.  

 

 “Repent and believe in the Gospel” (cf. Mk 1:15). With these words, the 

Church invites us to begin the penitential journey of Lent to prepare ourselves for 

the celebration of the passion, death and resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is 

a call to hope because Jesus has come to save us and offers us the grace of a change 

of heart, to leave sin behind and to embrace a new life. 

 

Pope Francis, in his message for Lent 2020, tells us: “Indeed, the experience 

of mercy is only possible in a “face to face” relationship with the crucified and 

risen Lord “who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20), in a heartfelt 

dialogue between friends.” And further on, he continues: “The fact that the Lord 

once again offers us a favorable time for our conversion should never be taken for 

granted. This new opportunity ought to awaken in us a sense of gratitude and stir 

us from our sloth. Despite the sometimes tragic presence of evil in our lives, and 

in the life of the Church and the world, this opportunity to change our course 

expresses God’s unwavering will not to interrupt his dialogue of salvation with 

us.” 

 

It is in this context, taking as a backdrop the words of the Holy Father, that I 

am sending you all the first two documents of the 2020 Ordinary General Chapter 

entitled Conversion and Reparation and Protect and Heal. 

 

I invite you to bring it to prayer, into that face-to-face dialogue with Him to 

whom we have consecrated our lives, from friend to Friend, and let us see it as a 

path that God offers us for the conversion of our hearts and for this change of 
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course that He asks of us as a religious family. Let us face these moments with 

great enthusiasm and hope, because God comes out to meet us, knocks on the 

doors of our hearts, and wishes to continue his dialogue of love and salvation with 

us and the souls he has entrusted to us, especially with those who have been 

wounded. 

 

Regarding the document As General Director I am very grateful to the 

Chapter Fathers for the document Protect and Heal. Starting from the universal 

norms of the Church and the documents that our Congregation already produced, 

we now have a clear path to confront the sexual abuse of minors with principles, 

protocols of action and norms. 

 

This document will be a great help to our priestly ministry and especially to 

those who exercise authority in the Congregation and must reach out to people 

wounded by abuse and make difficult decisions about some members of the 

Congregation. It is impossible to carry out this work without the collaboration of 

personnel dedicated to it and without the collaboration of independent specialists 

in various disciplines.  

 

We are now working with the territorial directors to further reach out to 

victims of abuse and to implement the new policies on transparency, 

accountability and ministerial restrictions over the coming months.    

 

Dear fathers and brothers, I am counting on each and every one of you at 

this moment in our history, with your prayer, with your dedication, with your love 

for God and for souls. Let us be what we should be; let us live what God is asking 

of us with a great sense of communion, aware that we are the Legion; let us give 

ourselves to souls with a true shepherd's heart. Let us do all this with great peace, 

with great trust in God and in Mary, helping each other with the witness of a holy 

life. 

 

I thank you for your generosity and the closeness you have expressed to me 

during these weeks, and I ask for your prayers; count on mine. 

 

 

Yours in Christ and the Legion,  

 

 

 

Father John Connor, LC 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Message of Pope Francis for Lent 2020 

 Chapter Communique Conversion and Reparation 

 Document Protect and Heal (Principles, protocols for action, and norms) 


