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Regnum Christi Takes on COVID-19
Exploring the Missionary Spirit in a New World

The last time churches were closed due to a pandemic was 
during the 1918 influenza outbreak. Now, as then, there is real 
suffering at the loss of participation in the sacraments and parish 
life. For many there is a real sense of grief at not being able to receive 
the Eucharist or participate in Adoration. Others miss the sense of 
connectedness from participating in parish events. Both experiences 
reflect the reality that we are a Church of communion forming the 
body of Christ.  

Our priests feel the loss of connectedness as well. They have 
given their lives to build up and serve people and their ability to 
do so has been limited by the restrictions imposed to help stop the 
spread of COVID-19. Fr. Daren Weisbrod says, “Our goal in life 
is to bring Jesus to people and to bring people to Jesus, and so this 
has been a really tough time for every one of our priests throughout 
the country because we so want to bring Jesus to everyone.”

As the old slogan says, however, “When the going gets tough, 
the tough get going.” Rather than constraining our Legionary 
priests, our consecrated women and our lay members, these 
restrictions have stirred the missionary spirit of the Regnum Christi 
family. Many creative initiatives to reach souls have blossomed in 
this challenging time.  

Before social distancing became shelter-at-home, some 
Legionary priests offered drive-up confessions or house blessings 
around the outside of the home with confessions on the porch, all 
while maintaining appropriate social distancing. Another initiative 
was a “ride-by” blessing, involving biking through neighborhoods 
close to a Regnum Christi school and stopping by the homes of 
families from the school to pray with them and bless them. 

Perhaps most striking has been the tremendous outpouring 
of Internet offerings. Today’s crisis is different from that of 1918 
because technology makes it possible to reach into peoples’ lives 

with encouragement, with formation and even with missionary 
opportunities. Fr. Fergul O’Duill, LC, commented, “This is a time 
of testing and questions about life. It has put the whole world on 
retreat, bringing people to think about deep things and bringing 
families together. I see couples walking together, I hear kids playing 
in the backyard. There is the opportunity for families to enjoy lots 
of quality time together.” 

And it is a time in which Legion of Christ priests have supported 
family life. Eileen Wieck, from San Jose, shares, “This was by far 
our hardest, yet best Lent ever. Our local Legionaries found a 
way to enter into our home like never before. As a homeschool  
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Fr. Daren Weisbrod offers a blessing to Mariana, Isabella, and Anna Van Zant and 
their dogs Mylo and Grace
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Feature Story  |  Exploring the Missionary Spirit

family of six kids, several of whom are on the autism spectrum, 
we often find ourselves feeling on the fringe. There have been 
so many opportunities for my kids, from live-streamed daily 
Mass to locally organized virtual missions. Fr. Justin Kielhorn, 

LC, created daily 
mission videos 
for the twenty-
one days leading 
up to Easter. 
My kids eagerly 
awaited these 
each morning and 
then were readily 
engaged in concrete 
and meaningful 
activities that 
helped them be 
missionaries in our 

home and in our neighborhood. Thank goodness Fr. Justin will 
continue these through Pentecost!” In addition to San Jose, 
New York, Dallas, Houston, Louisiana, Chicago, Ohio Valley, 
Toledo, Atlanta, and Philadelphia all offered virtual missions.

Social media has been used by the priests and consecrated 
women to offer music to lift peoples’ spirits and provide hope. 
Some have even written original songs for this time. Legionary 
priests offer both daily and Sunday Masses via live-streaming 
at multiple times each day (from multiple time zones and even 
multiple countries), in both English and Spanish. The Rosary 
and Chaplet of Divine Mercy are also available at multiple times 
each day, both by communities of Legionary priests and of 
consecrated women. Stations of the Cross and Holy Hours have 
been made available by the communities as well.

Spiritual formation opportunities abound. In Dallas, 
Legionary priests, consecrated women and lay leaders offered 
the “RC Connected Series.” Other virtual experiences include 
Morning and Evenings of Reflection for men and woman. Holy 

Week retreats were offered by a number of localities as well as 
the RC Spirituality Center, and Our Lady of Bethesda began 
offering “Virtual Spiritual Exercise.” One couple who recently 
attended a retreat offered by the Legionaries of Christ at Our 
Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center commented on how much they 

appreciated being able to attend a retreat and share the experience 
of growing together in their spiritual life. It was a silver lining 
during this challenging time.

During this difficult time, the Regnum Christi family is 
continuing its mission to reach souls with the 
love of Christ and to accompany them in their 
times of need. Fr. Mark Haydu, LC, 
sees that the charism 
of the Regnum 
Christi Federation 
is well suited to 
reaching out to 
meet the needs 
of individuals 
and families in 
this time. Fr. 
Haydu says, “The 
ent repreneur i a l 
spirit results in a 
nimble apostolate 
through which we 
can evangelize people 
as we accompany 
them.”

Fr. Daren blesses Brady, Karis, Bryce and Cory Morgan.
Audrey and Tara Morgan are not pictured

Fr. Mario Ballestrem hears an outdoor Confession

Dorothy and George Carr receive a blessing from  
Fr. Daren with their daughter Kathleen

Aaron Larker assists 
Fr. Patrick O’Loughlin 
during the Roman 
rite for blessing salt 
and water



Through the generosity of many businesses 
and individuals, the pantry at the Legion of Christ 
Novitiate and College in Cheshire receives many 
needed gift-in-kind donations. And with the healthy 
appetites of so many young brothers at stake, the 
food is greatly appreciated. Every day, when you 
combine the priests, staff, and seminarians, nearly 
a hundred men need a square meal every morning, 
noon, and night.

It’s part of Phil Liquori’s job as Senior Gift 
Officer and Gift-in-Kind Coordinator to help 
identify the material goods and services needed by 
our Legionaries in Cheshire. Last year, Phil made 
more than 300 visits for donated or discounted 
items. This year, Phil has been on the “front lines,” 
cautiously collecting food and supplies for our 
seminarians during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Some food donors are regular contributors, 
like Bozzuto’s Food Distributors, which donates 
fruits, vegetables and other items from broken cases, 
slightly damaged or “mispicked” goods unable 
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Gifts-in-Kind
It’s More Than Food

Ordination Announcement
Priestly ordinations for the Legion of Christ originally scheduled 
for May 2 in Rome have been postponed due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic. As of the printing of this newsletter, ordinations will 
take place in a variety of locations based on where our current 
transitional deacons are residing. Diaconate ordinations, which 
had been scheduled for June, are also postponed. Updated 
information will appear in our September MISSION newsletter.

Phil Liquori, Gift-in-Kind Coordinator, with Salvador Barragan at 
the Legion’s pantry in Cheshire

to be used by grocery stores. 
The Legion visits them three 
times a week to pick up food 
in their box truck. Other 
food business donors include 
Fisher Food, Pepperidge 
Farm, Goya Foods, C-Town 
Grocery Stores, and Pepsi 
Distribution.   

But there are many 
other important items 
donated besides food. A-1 
Toyota does repairs on the 
community’s vehicles as well 
as offering discounts on new 
vehicles. Another business 
donates computers every 
two years when they upgrade 
to new computers for their 
employees. When 200 new mattresses were needed, Fr. Eric Nielson, LC 
approached a national mattress company for a discounted price and the 
company gave them at no cost. Anastasio & Sons provides a dumpster every 
week to dispose of the community’s trash. Every Thanksgiving, a local 
motorcycle club donates about 60 turkeys.

For fundraisers such as the annual Fall Gala and the Spring Golf 
Tournament, people provide gifts or items to be auctioned off. Phil suggests 
thinking out-of-the-box with gift cards, travel vouchers, cars, boats, real 
estate, and the like. There are many ways people can support our seminarians 
in addition to their much appreciated prayers.

In-kind donations can often be used for tax deductions, and sometimes 
donations find their way to other needy organizations. When there are 
more donations than can be used by our seminarians, we transfer food and 
supplies to local food pantries or the religious sisters at the nearby Franciscan 
Life Center. When it comes to sharing with those in need, creativity and 
generosity go hand in hand.  

You can contact Phil Liquori about gift-in-kind ideas at 203.530.8778 
or email him at phil.liquori@legionofchrist.org.

Brothers unload Easter Sunday lilies donated by 
Michael’s Greenhouses in Cheshire



He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was 
there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was 
rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of 
the crowd he could not, because 
he was short in stature. So, he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore 
tree to see him, because he was 
going to pass that way. When 
Jesus came to the place, he looked 
up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down; for I must 
stay at your house today.” So, 
he hurried down and was happy 
to welcome him. All who saw 
it began to grumble and said, 
“He has gone to be the guest of 
one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus 
stood there and said to the Lord, 
“Look, half of my possessions, 
Lord, I will give to the poor; 
and if I have defrauded anyone 
of anything, I will pay back four 
times as much.” Then Jesus 
said to him, “Today salvation 
has come to this house, because 
he too is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of Man came to 
seek out and to save the lost.” 
Luke 19: 1-10

Overcoming Obstacles: 
What a sight it must have 
been—that rotund, little figure 
scampering up the tree. The 
astonished onlookers must have guffawed and whistled at the 
chief tax collector tossing his dignity to the winds as he huffed 
and puffed getting up that sycamore. Zacchaeus was nothing 
if not persistent. He was used to overcoming obstacles as he 
fleeced the taxpayers of Jericho. But now his worldly skills 

were directed in a far different way: He wanted 
to see Jesus! If only we showed half as much 

persistence in pursuing our spiritual goals as 
we do our secular ones. 

Called by Name: When the people looked at Zacchaeus 
in the tree, they saw a hated enemy, to be laughed at with 
scorn. When Jesus looked at Zacchaeus in the tree, he 

saw a soul with potential, to be 
called with love. Jesus’ ability to read 
hearts enabled him to see the whole 
picture of Zacchaeus. Yes, money 
had been his driving motivation, but 
there was an openness in his heart 
that would be good soil for the 
seed. Jesus invited himself over for 
dinner; Zacchaeus would have never 
imagined doing it himself. The Lord 
was not embarrassed by Zacchaeus; 
he called him by name. He wants to 
call us, too!

Christ’s Credibility: The people 
began to grumble about Jesus—how 
could he spend time with such a 
sinner? His credibility is put to the 
test. Zacchaeus’ response is proof to 
others that the way of righteousness 
proclaimed by Jesus is true and real. 
Jesus cured lepers, made the cripple 
walk and even raised the dead, but the 
dramatic conversions of great sinners 
must have been the most astounding 
of his miracles. As Catholics, we have 
to be proof, too, of the credibility of 
Christ working through the Church. 
When our lives shine with charity 
and self-denial, we are living proof 
that the graces received through the 

Eucharist (and all the other sacraments and blessings we have as 
Catholics) are real.ngs we have as Catholics) are real.

Prayer: Lord, what joy you received through Zacchaeus’ 
conversion. He responded fully to your grace. Help me to be 
generous, so that other souls will see how wonderful it is to 
follow you!

Nourishing the Soul  |  Fr. Steven Reilly, LC

A Response to Grace
Zacchaeus and Our Lord

Fr. Steven Reilly, LC has served in the Legion’s General Directorate and has held a number of positions 
in Dallas, Maryland and New York. He also served as the Legion’s Safe Environment Coordinator 

and directed the Legion’s safe environment accreditation. Most recently he was chosen to be a 
councilor to the North American Territorial Director, Fr. Shawn Aaron.



Little did Michelle Chandler know that going on a silent 
retreat directed by a Legionary of Christ would radically change 
her life. On that retreat, she encountered the Eucharistic Christ 
in a profound way, experienced a call to become Catholic, and 
met Regnum Christi, which was to become her spiritual family. 
Little did she know that just over ten years later she would be 
named as one of the honorees receiving the Cardinal’s Award 
for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

Fr. Peter Devereux, LC, whom Michelle met shortly after 
the retreat, was instrumental in bringing her initial experience 
to fruition. Fr. Peter took Michelle to meet her pastor, Msgr. 
Antonio Cacciapuoti, to discuss entering the Church – with 
her husband and two daughters. As a fruit of this meeting, 
Michelle and Fr. Peter spearheaded a process for five families 
with one or more members entering the Church. Michelle had 
been a teacher so she had the expertise to make the lesson plans 
while Fr. Peter provided the content. 

Michelle says that this provided an opportunity to 
experience the “blessing of the apostolate” and “deep 
formation.” Working with Fr. Peter even as she was becoming 
Catholic helped Michelle become attuned to seeing the 
spiritual thirst around here, and she grew in her desire to meet 
that thirst. She says that through Regnum Christi and Fr. Peter, 
she received not only “great formation and accompaniment” 
but “the opportunity to serve.” 

Michelle shares, “The invitation to put my gifts 
to use, even in the infancy of my conversion, the 
trust placed in me, and the encouragement that I 
was able to become a part of the Church that 
was living food gave my life meaning in a 
way it never had. I had always worked 
hard at the things to which I was 
dedicated, but this experience of 
accompaniment allowed me to see 
that every encounter was shaping 
me as apostle, someone who 
could bring Christ to others.”

As her pastor said, “After 
I received her into the Church, 
she said, ‘How can I help you?’” 
She continued with RCIA, and 
helped start Adoration ministry; 
she also brought the national 
programs of Challenge (a faith 
outreach to young women) and 
Endow (Catholic formation 
for women) into the parish and 
participated in “Crosswalk,” an 
outreach to the homeless, that was 
the inspiration of Fr. Peter. Michelle 

comments, “Fr. Peter clearly has a gift for taking the Church 
outside the four walls, helping people have a deep experience 
of Christ, and then learning to live as a missionary at home and 
at the water cooler.”                                         

Accepting the Cardinal’s Award, Michelle made a point to 
recognize not only the Legion of Christ and Regnum Christi, 
but she made a special point of mentioning Fr. Peter. She said, 
“ I want to make special mention of my friend and brother Fr. 
Peter Devereux, who’s here tonight. Thank you good, good 
Shepherd. From the beginning you’ve shown us how to live 
the Beatitudes, how to live the Gospel in action, how to live 
poverty, chastity, and obedience in every vocation. You’ve truly 
exemplified that it’s all true. Thank you from my whole heart.”

Regnum Christi Family  |  Going Where God Needs Us

Putting Our Gifts to Use 
Becoming An Apostle of Christ

For information about the Cardinal’s Award dinner:
www.cardinalsawardsdinner.org/about/ 

For a video about Michelle:
https://youtu.be/kMs-nsW1me4

Michelle’s Acceptance Speech:
https://youtu.be/m_O3NdwEqZY

Michelle and Mac Chandler with Fr. Peter Devereux, LC



Atlanta Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website (events or services) for dates and 
information.
www.rcatlanta.org | 770-837-2798

Washington, D.C. Area – OLB Retreat Center
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website for dates and information.
www.ourladyofbethesda.org
301-365-0612

Connecticut Area
Legion of Christ Novitiate & College of Humanities
See events at www.LCCheshire.org | 203-271-0805

Dallas Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website (events) for dates and information.
www.dfw-rc.org 

Greater Charlotte Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment
See website (retreats or events) for dates and 
information.  www.rcgreatercharlotte.com

Greater Ohio Valley Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment
See web site (events) for dates and information.
www.rcohiovalley.org 

Houston Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment
See website (resources) for dates and information.
www.thykingdomcome.us

New York/New Jersey/Connecticut Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website (events) for dates and information.
www.regnumchristinyctnj.org
914-244-3685 | info@RegnumChristinyctnj.org 

Missions
Online Spiritual Resources/Retreat Guides
www.rcspirituality.org 
Study Circle Guides, Ask a Priest - Q&A
contact@rcspirituality.org 

Mission Youth Missions – International Missions
See website for dates:
www.missionyouth.com | 855-556-6872
missionyouth@missionnetwork.com

Helping Hands Medical Missions
See website (join) for dates: www.hhmm.org
972-253-1800 | mission@hhmm.org

Schedule of Events

Update  |  New Directors

Meet Our New Directors

Please be sure to call ahead to make sure 
your event has not been postponed

General Directors
The General Chapter of the Legionaries of Christ has 
elected Fr. John Connor as the new General Director 
of the Congregation. Born in Maryland, Fr. Connor 
has served in priestly ministry since 2001. He studied 
philosophy and theology in Rome and holds a degree 
in finance from Loyola University (Baltimore). Most 
recently he was the North America Territory Director. 
Fr. Connor has also lived in Germany, Italy, and Spain. 
He is the first superior general of the Congregation from the United States.

Nancy Nohrden was elected as General Director 
of the Consecrated Women of Regnum Christi in 
March. She earned a degree in philosophy from the 
Franciscan University of Steubenville and then worked 
at a law firm. After being consecrated in 1998, her first 
apostolate was working with youth and young adults in 
Germany for five years. From 2007- 2011 she worked 
with youth in St. Louis, Missouri. Since 2012 she has 

been the Territorial Director in North America.  Her appointment became 
effective February 11, 2020.

North American Territorial Directors
Kathleen Murphy was appointed as the North American 
Territorial Director of the Consecrated Women of 
Regnum Christi. Born in Nova Scotia, Canada, she 
completed her formation in Mexico and Rhode Island 
and has been consecrated for 25 years. She spent 11 
years at Pinecrest Academy as a formation instructor 
and mentor to high school girls. Kathleen has also 
served in Spain with the young Consecrated Women in 
formation and in Cincinnati, and Chicago, primarily as community director 
and territorial councilor for the Consecrated Women of Regnum Christi. 
As territorial director, Kathleen forms part of the Territorial Directive 
Committee for the Regnum Christi Federation. 

Fr. Shawn Aaron, appointed as the North American 
Territorial Director this spring, previously served 
as the Vicar General of the territory for two years. 
Born in Ridgecrest, California, Fr. Aaron joined the 
Legionaries of Christ in 1991. Prior to that, he was 
a team leader for the National Evangelization Teams, 
giving retreats for students across the country. He then 
worked with St. Paul’s Outreach whose mission is to 

build transformational communities that form missionary disciples for life. 
He has served as the Legion’s development director, retreat director for Our 
Lady of Santa Clara in California, and National Chaplain of the Lumen 
Institute. He currently serves on the Board of Directors for Divine Mercy 
University and The Lumen Institute. As territorial director, Fr Shawn 
forms part of the Territorial Directive Committee for the Regnum Christi 
Federation as its President.



The Joy of Giving  

NAME (please print):

ADDRESS:

CiTy:                                                                    STATE:                  zip:

pHoNE #:                                                                                               E-MAiL:

Office of Planned Giving  |  p.o. Box 1122, Cheshire, CT 06410  |  (800) 532-7478  |  www.legionariesofchrist.org PG300

Please send me your booklet Charitable Gift Planning and your new brochure on the latest tax law changes

Please have a Development Officer contact me to discuss planning options as I would like to consider them

Please enroll me in the Legion of Christ Legacy Society, as I have already remembered the Legion in my:

 Will            Trust            Retirement account            Life insurance            other

Request for More Information             Plan today… Change the future!

Plan For Your Future...
You can create a legacy today that will help our loved ones grow 
in the Church while strengthening the resources of the Legion. 
The beauty of this is that it costs you nothing today, but will 
provide for the future. The amount of your estate doesn’t matter, 
but what does matter is that each of us have a plan and rather than 
leave our legacy to chance.

Identifying the right asset for your philanthropy to the Legion can 
make the benefits of charitable giving even better. For example, 

retirement plan assets make some of the best charitable gifts, 
because they may be highly taxed when left to a non-spouse, 
non-charitable beneficiary. Let us send you our new guide to 
Charitable Gift Planning and some ideas reflecting on the latest 
tax law changes and how they affect your planning. 

A bequest will help ensure the training for future leaders to serve 
the Church throughout our communities in the United States. 
Your bequest gift provides the assurance for the continuing 
excellence in the training and formation of our seminarians. A 
will provides for the disposition of your assets, but it is also an 
expression of your love and commitment to those people and 
groups that you most cherish. 

If you don’t already have a will in place you can create one  
very easily. Just go to www.freewill.com/legionofchrist. We’ve 
partnered with FreeWill to provide a simple and intuitive online 
tool to help you create a legal will and support those pursuing  
the priesthood.

Benefits of a Bequest:
• Allows you to make a gift that costs nothing today.
• Completely flexible and can be changed by you any time.
• The value of the gift is removed from you taxable estate.
• When established as a percentage, a bequest intention allows 

for change in the value of your assets.
• Your gift provides for the future of the Legionaries of Christ.

provide for the Church



Our Mission
We work as Jesus did. We reveal his love,
form apostles and send them out to help
build the Kingdom of Christ. We help awaken
the individual and the family to their mission
in life and in the Church.

Who We Are
We are an apostolic movement of evangelization 
composed of four vocations – Legionaries of 
Christ, Consecrated Women, Lay Consecrated 
Men and Lay Members – called to help people 
discover Christ’s love and build his Kingdom.

What We Do
Regnum Christi has a Christ-centered spirituality 
that is lived together in communion with all 
members, in union with the whole Church and 
through a mission to build the Kingdom of Christ.

VOcAtIOns OffIce
Legionaries of Christ 

Fr. Edward Hopkins, LC 
2023 Eagle Glen Road, Johns Creek, GA 30022

678-523-0752
www.legionvocations.org | vocation@legionaries.org

VOcAtIOns OffIce
Consecrated Women of Regnum Christi 

Adrienne Rolwes 
951 Peachtree Parkway, Cumming, Georgia 30041

(401) 300-9705 | arolwes@regnumchristi.net

MAsses & nOVenAs
Barbara DiSpirito

www.LegionMasses.org
masses@legionofchrist.org

(800) 532-7478

OffIce Of plAnneD gIVIng
Andrew Bamber, CFRE

P.O. Box 1122, Cheshire, CT 06410
(800) 532-7478 

Andy.Bamber@legionofchrist.org

gIfts In KInD
phil Liquori

(203) 530-8778 
Phil.Liquori@sbcglobal.net

©2020 The Legion of Christ, Incorporated. 
All rights reserved. 

The Legion of Christ Incorporated is a 501(c)(3) 
organization. Your gift is tax-deductible up to  
limits and regulations established by the IRS.

territorial Director
Fr. Shawn Aaron, LC

30 Mansell Court
Suite 103

Roswell, Georgia 30076
(800) 532-7478

www.regnumchristi.org
www.legionariesofchrist.org

“Missionaries in Action” features inspirational people who give of themselves to build the Kingdom of God.  
For more stories and information about living an active faith, see our website at www.regnumchristi.org

For about ten years, Fr. Michael 
Sliney, LC, has organized mission trips to 
New Orleans, bringing Lumen Institute 
fathers and their daughters on a spiritual 
journey of service to assist at a school 
for students with special needs and at 
homeless shelters.

Fr. Michael explains, “The goal is to 
have the fathers and daughters bond in 
a meaningful experience that’s spiritual. 

Also, to have an experience of the special needs community so 
they can better understand it and be more sensitive.”

The missionaries spend time with the kids at St. Michael’s 
Special School, where students with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities have the opportunity to grow in faith and reach their 
full potential in a Catholic atmosphere.

Along with the families at the school, the girls collect and 
distribute items for the homeless. In the past decade, New 
Orleans has been successful in reducing homelessness, going from 
close to 6,700 homeless in 2011 to fewer than 1,200 in 2018 

Missionaries in Action  |  Witnesses in a Secular World

Br. John paul Norton – Monument, Co
Br. Daniel Steeves – Maple Grove, MN

On Our Masthead

Fathers & Daughters Serving the Less Fortunate
Local Missions in New Orleans

using such means as free housing, affordable housing, and health 
care initiatives.

Thomas Lloyd has gone on these trips for six consecutive 
years with his daughter Fiona, who is now 11. “It gives her first-
hand experience with the homeless and those with special needs,” 
he says. “It has provided her a tremendous lesson in sympathy 
and love for people who are not as fortunate as we are.” 

Fr. Michael points out, “There are a lot of daddy-daughter 
events like dances or 
teas out there, but I 
don’t think there are 
a lot of meaningful 
trips like this. It can 
make a profound 
impact on their lives. 
It teaches them: one, 
faith matters; two, 
you matter, and 
three, giving back 
matters.”

Daughters of Lumen members serve in New Orleans

Fr. Michael Sliney, LC


