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Seven Legionaries of Christ  
Ordained to the Transitional Diaconate

What a joyful and glorious day as seven men were ordained 
to the transitional diaconate by Bishop Robert McClory 
(below) on July 31 at Notre Dame parish in Michigan City, 
Indiana. All seven of the men are from the United States. 
Surrounded by friends, family and Regnum Christi members 
of all vocations, they received the sacrament of Holy Orders as 
transitional deacons, to be followed by their ordination to the 
priesthood in 2022.

During his homily, Bishop McClory said, “today you give 
public witness that there is no greater life to give oneself to than 
to Christ himself.” Explaining the role of the deacon in the 
Church, he referred to the first reading of the Mass (Acts 6:1-
7b), which detailed how the early Church chose seven men to 
serve as the first deacons.  

Noting that the ordination landed on the feast of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, he counseled that “a deacon is to have 
much confidence in their faith in Christ Jesus, and so we turn 

back to St. Ignatius and the tremendous prayer he gave us, the 
Suscipe.” The prayer (Latin for “receive”) begins with these 
words: “Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, 
my understanding, and my entire will, All I have and call my 
own.” The bishop explained that the prayer expresses the trust, 
surrender and service that a deacon should embrace.

At the end of the ordination Mass, Fr. Shawn Aaron, LC, 
North American Territorial Director, thanked Bishop McClory 
and reflected that through the bishop, “Holy Mother Church 
has given them weapons and tools to fight a battle that is bigger 
than they are, and yet the tools and weapons they have been 
given are greater than the enemy they fight.” He exhorted the 
new deacons to remember that they are “just men, but at the 
same time, your family, Regnum Christi, the whole church, 
hopes and expects that you are men deeply rooted in prayer. 
Love our Lord, be very much attentive to the will of the Father 
and guided by the Holy Spirit.”
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(Meet the Deacons on the following page)



Feature Story  |  A Call to Serve

Deacon Tamson Nguyen, LC
Deacon Tamson was raised in Nebraska along with two 
sisters. Hard work, tenacity and faithfulness shaped his 
youth, thanks to the example of his father and two of his 
uncles who are priests. His advice for others is, “Be honest. 
Face the truth.” Deacon Tamson is going to be working in San 
Jose, California.

Deacon Luke Rawicki, LC
Growing up as the third of six children, he never 
imagined becoming a priest. That is, until Divine 
Mercy Sunday in 2009 when he encountered 
God’s mercy in a powerful way. Deacon Luke 
is co-host of the podcast, “TGIFF” (Thank God 
It’s First Friday) with Br. Matthew Torrey LC. 
Deacon Luke will spend the next year working 
in Monterrey, Mexico.

Deacon Robert Antonio, LC
Seventh in his family, Deacon Robert remembers 
having the aspiration to become a priest when 
he was little. As he continues on his journey, 
he asks, “Pray for me and the ministry I am 
beginning. The journey is just starting.” Deacon 
Robert will be working at Sacred Heart Apostolic 
School in Rolling Prairie, Indiana.

Deacon Erik Burkel, LC
 Deacon Erik had the blessing of a wonderful Catholic 
upbringing alongside his two brothers and two 
sisters. He left behind his engineering studies at the 
University of Alabama to pursue the priesthood. He 
reflects, “Christ asks us for everything, but he doesn’t 
necessarily take everything. And he always gives us 
far more in return. Praise him!” Deacon Erik will be 
going to work at The Highlands School in Ecuador.

Deacon Dain Scherber, LC
The second of ten children, raised on a dairy farm in 
Minnesota, he was attracted at age 13 by the way 
Legionary priests related to Christ. He says, “Pray 
with me that I may be a holy, humble priest who 
listens and loves.” Deacon Dain now returns to Rome, 
studying for his licentiate in Theology and continuing 
his mission in the Ivory Coast.

Deacon John VanDorpe, LC
The oldest of seven children from Dayton, Ohio, 
Deacon John acknowledges the blessing of a 
large Catholic family and their involvement in 
ECYD and Regnum Christi activities. He advises 
that “In following your vocation, it’s better to 
trust in God than to try to do it on your own.” 
Deacon John now goes to Atlanta to work with 
young men and to promote vocations.

Deacon Adrian Lawrence, LC
Growing up in San Diego as one of four siblings, he 
enjoyed traveling with his family. He shares, “Through your 
intercession, may God give me the grace to really configure 
my life to his and be a channel of his light, life and grace.” 
Deacon Adrian will study at the Angelicum for his Doctor 
of Philosophy as he prepares to be a professor at the 
Legionaries’ seminary in Rome.

Please pray for our seven new deacons as 
they prepare for their priestly ordinations.



Cheshire  |  Novitiate & College of Humanities 

A Jam-Packed Summer
Some of the Highlights of Summer in Cheshire

Finding Your Strengths

As part of their human and apostolic formation, the 
brothers in Cheshire had four sessions in June to identify 
and hone their strengths, using the Clifton Strengths 
methodology. Jeff and Donna Garrett led the sessions, 
sharing their knowledge. It is great to see a Regnum Christi 
couple in action. The brothers really appreciated the course! 

Spanish to English
 After finishing their “Spanish week,” 
the seminarians studying humanities had 
a week dedicated to English studies. 
Whether native English speakers or 
not, the week was an opportunity to 
further their writing and public speaking 
skills. Every morning there were classes 
on creative writing, given by Fr. John 
Pietropaoli, LC. The afternoons were 

dedicated to putting into practice what they learned in 
class. Later in the week, they read and discussed each other’s 
writing and offered feedback.

A Visit to Indiana
 In June, our brother humanists visited Sacred Heart 
Apostolic School in Indiana to attend the diaconate 
ordinations of our seven new American deacons. It was a 
great opportunity for the Sacred Heart students to meet 
these young men open to God’s call. Sacred Heart Apostolic 
School is for High School age boys considering a priestly life 
and vocation.

First Professions

 On September 4th, five seminarians made their first 
profession of the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience 
after completing two years of novitiate in Cheshire.

Summer Candidacy
 On a hiking trip in New Hampshire, Fr. Martin 
Connor, LC and Fr. Simon Devereux, LC celebrated Mass 
on a mountaintop with the young men in our Summer 
Candidacy program. The program runs the length of 
the summer and includes time for prayer, discernment,  
work, recreation, study and community life.  At the end 

of the program, they can make an 
informed decision about entering the 
Legion’s novitiate!

Jeff and Donna Garrett led four sessions on finding and honing strengths.

Fr. John Pietropaoli LC

Fr. Shawn Aaron (center) with Br. Hayden, Br. Francisco, Br. Mateo, Br. Daniel, and Br. Javier.

Upcoming opportunities for “live-in” experiences 
with the Legionaries are the Test Your Call retreats: 
November 26 to 28 and also Dec 29 to January 2.



Nourishing the Soul  |  Fr. Andrew LaBudde, LC

Stabat Mater: With Mary We Stay Faithful 
A Reflection on our Mother of Sorrows

Fr. Andrew LaBudde joined the Atlanta young men’s section of Regnum Christi in 1998. Upon finishing 
high school in 2001, he entered the Legion’s novitiate, and was ordained a priest on Dec. 13, 2014. He was 

the assistant to the Novice Director in Cheshire, Connecticut (2014–2018). He is currently the vice-rector 
of the Legion’s Apostolic School in Bad Münstereifel, Germany.

Legionaries have always honored Mary under the 
title of “Mother of Sorrows.” She is our patroness 
and according to number seven of our Constitutions, 
the entire Legion is consecrated to her. Traditionally, 
the novices of the Legion receive the simple, black 
habit of a Legionary on the eve of the Feast of the 
Mother of Sorrows. Thus do we Legionaries begin 
our lives in the Legion under her protective mantle; 
from the very beginning, the Mother of Sorrows 
stands with each of her Legionary sons! 

Yet, we might ask why the Legionaries invoke 
Mary under the title of “Mother of Sorrows” and 
not some other title such as, “Queen of the Apostles” 
or “Our Lady of Guadalupe”? I believe it’s due to 
where we find the Mother of Sorrows and who we 
find standing with her. 

Contemplating the crucifixion of Jesus, we see 
Mary at the foot of the cross looking upon her son’s 
pierced heart, loving him with her faithful, silent 
presence. We also find the beloved disciple, St. John, 
standing next to her. He was at the foot of the cross 
because he went to Mary, and she brought him 
with her to the crucified Jesus. Legionaries know 
that if they, like St. John (who happens to be one 
of the heavenly patrons of the Legion!), go to the 
Mother of Sorrows, she will also take them to her 
son, so that they too can be his faithful and beloved 
disciples. Legionaries want exactly that! They desire 
to love Jesus and remain faithful to him as his priests, 
religious and apostles throughout their lives. With 
the help of Mary, the Mother of Sorrows, Legionaries 
will stand true to the lord and friend of their lives! 

At difficult moments over my now 20 years as 
a Legionary, I have turned to Mary and found that 
she has always taken me to her son’s pierced heart. With 
her guidance, she helped me to remain faithful to him as 
I walked through my different “valleys of tears.” When 
difficulties, darkness or despair seem to be creeping into 
your life or controlling your soul, be like St. John (and the 

Legionaries!), and fly unto the protection of the 
Mother of Sorrows. She will take you to 

her son’s pierced heart. She will help you 
to be like herself and St. John and, so, 
stay faithful to Jesus. 

How true are the words that St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
addressed to Mary in his prayer The Memorare: “…never 
was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, 
implored your help, or sought your intercession was left 
unaided...” Indeed, Mary never leaves us unaided! When 
we fly to her protection and seek her aid, she takes us to 
stand firmly with her at the foot of the cross of her son. 
The Mother of Sorrows assists us in being Jesus’ “beloved 
disciples.” As Christians, could we hope for anything more? 

Mary, Mother of Sorrows, pray for us!



Regnum Christi Family  |  Going Where God Needs Us

Wonder of Eve 
A Health-Focused Program to Promote a Culture of Life

As a registered nurse and Certified Fertility Care 
Educator, Diane Daly has been working in reproductive and 
fertility care for years, but she is particularly excited about 
a new program supported by the Archdiocese of St. Louis, 
called Wonder of Eve.

The focus of the program she developed is to help 
young women, generally sophomore high school age and 
older, to understand not only their inherent beauty as 
women created by God, but also how their bodies work, 
and how their health and fertility fits into God’s plan 
for their lives. This includes teaching them to track their 
fertility cycles throughout the various stages of their lives 
and learning about natural reproductive health alternatives 
such as NaProTechnology. Unfortunately, many doctors 
prescribe “artificial hormonal treatment—birth control 
pills—for everything from menstrual cramps and unusual 
bleeding to Premenstrual Tension Syndrome, all of which 
may affect women of every age,” says Diane, “which doesn’t 
cure the cause of the symptoms.” 

Diane is a faculty member of the St. Paul VI Institute 
for the Study of Human Reproduction Education Programs, 
Manager of the Department of Fertility Care Services at 
Mercy Hospital St. Louis, and Director of Natural Family 
Planning for the Archdiocese of St. Louis. These positions, 
informed and inspired by the teachings of St. Paul VI and 
St. John Paul II and guided by the Holy Spirit, give Diane 
the opportunity to reach out to women and couples, develop 
new programs and help empower others to do the same. 
While the restrictions in place due to COVID-19 meant 
that programs had to be presented in an entirely virtual 
manner, this challenge allowed them to reach beyond 
local schools and groups. The program is now offered on a 

national and international level 
and available to any interested 
community.

Diane became a member 
of Regnum Christi a few years 
after her son, Fr. David Daly,  
LC was ordained a Legionary 
priest in 2001. Her vocation 
to Regnum Christi, and the graces she receives from prayer 
and team life, helps to sustain her in her professional and 
apostolic work. “I appreciate so much the insights that my 
team members share during our reflections, and I’m amazed 
and humbled at the breadth of service they provide to the 
Church.” Diane is grateful, too, to the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis for providing the funding to create Wonder of Eve.

The archdiocese has already released another program, 
called Beauty of Eve, a companion program to Wonder of 
Eve, directed towards women of college age and beyond, 
presenting the Church’s teachings on love and life in a 
direct, informative and authentic manner. In the future, 
Diane and her team hope to translate programs into a variety 
of languages for other countries as well as to produce a new 
program specifically tailored for young men. “There is a 
huge need worldwide for programs that help young men and 
women grow in respect for their bodies and their fertility,” 
says Diane. “We pray to ask God to work through us.” 

For more information, visit www.archstl.org/natural-
family-planning/presentations/the-wonder-of-eve on the 
archdiocese of St. Louis website, or contact Diane at 
dianedaly@archstl.org to inquire about presenting the 
program in your parish or school community.

Diane Daly



Atlanta Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website (events or services) for dates and 
information.
www.rcatlanta.org | 770-837-2798

Washington, D.C. Area – OLB Retreat Center
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website for dates and information.
www.ourladyofbethesda.org
301-365-0612

Connecticut Area
Legion of Christ Novitiate & College of Humanities
See events at www.LCCheshire.org | 203-271-0805

Dallas Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website (events) for dates and information.
www.dfw-rc.org 

North Carolina Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment
See website (retreats or events) for dates and 
information.  www.rcnorthcarolina.org

Greater Ohio Valley Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment
See web site (events) for dates and information.
www.rcohiovalley.org 

Houston Area
Retreats, spiritual exercises and enrichment
See website (resources) for dates and information.
www.thykingdomcome.us

New York/New Jersey/Connecticut Area
Retreats, marriage prep and enrichment
See website (events) for dates and information.
www.regnumchristinyctnj.org
914-244-3685 | info@RegnumChristinyctnj.org 

Missions
Online spiritual resources/retreat guides
www.rcspirituality.org 
Study Circle Guides, Ask a Priest - Q&A
contact@rcspirituality.org 

Apostolic Youth & Family Programs
www.regnumchristifederation.org

Schedule of Events

Please be sure to call ahead to make sure 
your event has not been postponed

Update  |  Vocations Support

On August 5, 2021, the Lord called home Fr. Anthony Bannon, LC, 
age 74, after after a long battle with cancer. He leaves a legacy of Faith, 
Courage and Zealous Dedication to the Kingdom of God. Fr. Anthony 
joined the Legionaries of Christ in 1964 and was ordained in 1975. He 
spent 45 years serving the Church, the Legionaries of Christ and Regnum 
Christi in a wide variety of roles that took him around the world.

In 1976, only a few months after his ordination, he was called to 
the United States to serve as the Apostolate Director and the rector of 
the Novitiate in Orange, Connecticut. At the time, Legionaries had 
communities in New York City, Hamden, Connecticut, Washington, 
DC, and Detroit, Michigan, which Fr. Anthony helped direct.

In 1982, the Legionaries of Christ Novitiate moved from Orange to 
their current location in Cheshire, Connecticut. On Easter Sunday 1988, 
Fr. Anthony was named Territorial Director for the Legionaries of Christ 
in the United States and Canada. He had also served as the territorial 
director’s assistant for religious life in North America, superior for the 
apostolate community in Dublin, Ireland, and the men’s section director 
for Regnum Christi in Mexico City. Fr. Anthony is the author of three 
books on vocations.

The fruit of his faith and hard work helped the Legionaries flourish 
in North America. He also helped establish the Legion in Australia, 
New Zealand, the Philippines and South Korea. He was a man of great 
courage, profound faith, and a relentless love for the Church.

Fr. John Connor, LC, General Director of the Legionaries of Christ, 
delivered the homily at Fr. Anthony’s funeral Mass. “Fr. Anthony 
was a true soldier of Jesus Christ,” said Fr. John. “Through his faith 
and courage, many of us discovered our call to follow Christ more 
completely, more passionately, more concretely. We might not be here 
today if it weren’t for Fr. Anthony’s faith and courage.”

Please consider a donation to the Fr. Anthony Bannon, LC, Memorial 
Endowment to provide scholarships for Legionaries of Christ seminarians. 

https://legionariesofchrist.org/fatheranthonybannon

FR.  ANTHONY BANNON,  LC
APRIL 25, 1947 – AUGUST 5, 2021



Planned Living  |  God’s Plan for Our Lives

PlannedPlannedLivingLiving.org.org
Supporting the Legionaries of Christ

David Obarowski, Esq., Director Dobarowski@LegionOfChrist.org
Office of Planned Living 203-685-0568

“Encourage each other…while it’s still today.” Hebrews 3:13 
If you had time to write just one letter to family and friends, what would you say?

We’ve certainly seen and felt our share this past year, haven’t we? As we ponder and pray on all those mysteries of life and 
death, we ought to also consider everything we want to say, to everyone.

Don’t wait…say it now. We’re told the story of a Legion friend who recently sat with a favorite uncle, talking as 
they usually did about anything and everything mundane. The next day, the uncle was suddenly gone, and our friend is 
troubled now by how he never told his uncle how much that kind man had changed his nephew’s life. 

Don’t wait…say it now. Mitch Albom, author of the bestseller “Tuesdays with Morrie”, tells the story of his 
friend Morrie who, bearing a deadly disease, organized a “living funeral” months before his passing. As Albom writes: 
“His family and friends all attended, each one rising to speak lovingly of Morrie. He got to hear every word. At the end, 
Morrie got to stand up and tell them how much he loved them as well.”

Don’t wait…say it now. But how? More and more people are choosing to write legacy letters to their family and 
friends. A legacy letter is something separate from your will, and is intended to affirm your faith, state your values, tell 
your stories, impart your wisdom, and to count your blessings for family, friends and future generations. 
More and more, friends of the Legion are choosing to leave these letters behind because they believe the wisdom they’ve 
acquired is just as much a part of the legacy they want to leave their children as are their material possessions.

The cost of writing a legacy letter is zero… though its value is priceless. The legacy letter is a 
wonderful gift to leave to your family at the end of your life, it’s a gift that blesses you, now, in the midst of your own life.

Getting started As a dear friend of the Legion of Christ, we’d be happy to assist you (without cost or obligation, of 
course) in creating this priceless gift for your family, your friends and for future generations. 
Please visit our online legacy letter resource (found below) or, if you prefer, please feel free to email or call the Director of 
our Office of Planned Living for a personal no-cost conversation as our gift to you. 
As you prayerfully consider leaving a legacy letter, we leave you with this blessing from the poet Eva Marie York:

For those who tread on rock and stone, And bear their burdens all alone,
A larger kindness give to me, A deeper love and sympathy;
Then, O, one day may someone say, Remembering a lessened pain, 
“Would she could pass this way again.”      — Eva Marie York



Our Mission
We work as Jesus did. We reveal his love,
form apostles and send them out to help
build the Kingdom of Christ. We help awaken
the individual and the family to their mission
in life and in the Church.
Who We Are
We are an apostolic movement of evangelization 
composed of four vocations – Legionaries of 
Christ, Consecrated Women, Lay Consecrated 
Men and Lay Members – called to help people 
discover Christ’s love and build his Kingdom.
What We Do
Regnum Christi has a Christ-centered spirituality 
that is lived together in communion with all 
members, in union with the whole Church and 
through a mission to build the Kingdom of Christ.

VOCATIONS OFFICE
Legionaries of Christ 

Fr. Martin Connor LC 
2023 Eagle Glen Road, Johns Creek, GA 30022

(225) 278-5010 
www.legionvocations.org | vocation@legionaries.org

VOCATIONS OFFICE
Consecrated Women of Regnum Christi 

Adrienne Rolwes 
951 Peachtree Parkway, Cumming, Georgia 30041

(401) 300-9705 | arolwes@regnumchristi.net

MASSES & NOVENAS
Ned Bailey

www.LegionMasses.org 
masses@legionofchrist.org
(800) 532-7478, option #2

OFFICE OF PLANNED GIVING
David Obarowski, Esq.

P.O. Box 1122, Cheshire, CT 06410
(203) 685-0568 

DObarowski@legionofchrist.org

GIFTS IN KIND
Phil Liquori

(203) 530-8778 
phil.liquori@sbcglobal.net

©2021 The Legion of Christ, Incorporated. 
All rights reserved. 
The Legion of Christ Incorporated is a 501(c)(3) 
organization. Your gift is tax-deductible up to  
limits and regulations established by the IRS.

FR. SHAWN AARON LC
Territorial Director for North America

Legionaries of Christ
30 Mansell Court

Suite 103
Roswell, Georgia 30076

(800) 532-7478
www.regnumchristi.org

www.legionariesofchrist.org

Young people are greatly enriched when they overcome 
their reticence and dare participate in a mission experience. 
They learn how to look beyond their family and their group 
of friends, and they gain a broader vision of life. At the same 
time, their faith and their sense of being part of the Church 
grow stronger.

This past summer, with God’s grace, more than 75 young 
people were able to have a missionary outreach experience on 
five different mission trips. It was such a joy to 
see these young people set out fearlessly to serve 
others in these locations. 

• 20 young men in Quintana Roo, Mexico
• 10 young men in St. Croix
• 12 young men and women in Philadelphia
• 12 young men and women in Denver
• 25 young men and women in New Orleans 

Mission Youth Missions strive primarily to 
evangelize in any way possible. In New Orleans, 
missionaries prepared and ran an “Operation 
Adoration” at the St. Louis Cathedral. The 
Cathedral is right next to Jackson Square, the 
heart of tourist activity as well as local voodoo 
experiences. For two hours in the evening, the 
missionaries were outside the cathedral, inviting 
everyone who passed by to step into the church 
for a few minutes of adoration. More than 125 
people came and visited Jesus in the Eucharist 

Missionaries in Action  |  Witnesses In a Secular World

Br. Andrés Arcila LC – Santa Marta, Colombia
Br. Francisco Piedad LC – Manila, Philippines

On Our Masthead

Summer Missions

Mission Youth missionaries serving in New Orleans over the Summer.

that night, and the cathedral staff was overjoyed to see young 
people helping to fill their church. 

For 2021–2022, Mission Youth hopes to hold more 
mission experiences within the United States, including 
Philadelphia, Denver, Louisiana, California and New York. 
As COVID restrictions subside, international missions will 
also be a part of our outreach. 

Please support this wonderful effort of youth 
evangelization with your prayers and donations. Visit our 
site at www.missionyouth.com


