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Newly ordined Fr. Luke Rawicki, LC

Overall, the 
priesthood has been 
an experience of joy, 
gratitude, humility, 
faith-building, and 
increased trust in 
the Lord. The joy of 
being able to celebrate 
Mass and absolve 
sins in Christ’s name. 
Gratitude for the call 
from God and the 
accompaniment of my 
family, friends, and 
Legionary brothers - all 
of which has brought 
me to this point. The 
humbling realization 
that this divine call has 
been offered to me not because of any personal merits, all while 
God is fully aware of my past (and future) shortcomings. Faith-
building because my principal mission each day is offering the 
sacred mysteries for the faithful entrusted to me – which means 
I need to be the first one to beg God for a daily increase in 
faith. And while all of this is very exciting, it is also daunting. 
The magnitude of representing Christ and being his ordained 
instrument has been a constant invitation for me to trust more 
in his grace and providence. 

As a recently named high school chaplain, I cannot help 
smiling as I recall those four years of my younger life and 
reflect on the thoughts that monopolized my mind during 
that time: sports, friends, and being cool. Now, I have been 
sent to help introduce the students of Cardinal Gibbons High 
School to Christ. And while sports are fun and making friends 
is important, there is nothing cooler than knowing Christ and 
becoming his best friend.

The last few months of summer included the addition of 
new novices, First Professions Mass in Cheshire, the ordination 
of deacons and priests, and even the first Legionary to be named 
a Cardinal. The next few pages give a sampling of these exciting 
events, beginning with a report from Fr. Luke Rawicki who was 
ordained in Rome last May.

My First One Hundred Days as a Priest
Fr. Luke Rawicki, LC

After thirteen years of formation, I was ordained a priest on 
May 7 alongside twenty-seven fellow Legionaries. What a joyful 
occasion! The day that had seemed so insurmountably distant 
when I began this journey in 2009, had finally arrived. 

What has it been like? Certain experiences stand out as 
I recall these past three months: returning from Rome and 
hearing my first confessions out on a soccer field in Monterrey, 
Mexico; celebrating my “First Mass” with family and friends 
in the field house of The Highlands School in Dallas; arriving 
to my new assignment in Raleigh, North Carolina and being 
greeted by an enthusiastic high school student who said, “I am 
so excited to finally meet you!” 

Vocation Excitement



Feature Story  |  Vocation Excitement

Four Americans were ordained to the transitional 
diaconate this summer: Dcn. Luke Gill in Richmond, 
Virginia by Bishop Barry Knesto (July 16); Dcn. 
Matthew Bender in Steubenville, Ohio, by Bishop Jeffrey 
Monforton (July 23); both Dcn. Peter Fagan, and Dcn. 
Thomas White in Michigan City, Indiana, by Bishop 
Robert McClory (July 30). 

In his homily, Bishop McClory reminded the 
congregation that the ordinations took place on the 
feast day of Blessed Solanus Casey. A humble and 
compassionate priest, Blessed Solanus was famous for 
telling people “thank God ahead of time.” We are very 
grateful for these vocations and “thank God ahead of 
time” for all God may accomplish through their faithful 
service.

Fr. Robert Antonio was ordained a priest on July 30 
in Michigan City, Indiana and he will be working  at 
Sacred Heart Apostolic School.

Thank God Ahead of Time

Territorial Director, Fr. Shawn Aaron, LC, vests Fr. Robert Antonio, LC, for the first time 

The First Legionary Cardinal
On August 27, in Saint Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis 

created 20 new cardinals. Among them was Card. Fernando 
Vérgez Alzaga, the first Legionary of Christ to become 
a Cardinal. Card. Alzaga will carry out his work in the 
Roman Curia, where he is president of the Governorate 
of the Vatican City State and president of the Pontifical 
Commission for that state.

Br. Peter Fagan, Br. Thomas White, and Dcn. Robert Antonio process into their ordination Mass. Dcn. Thomas White’s father is full of joy for his son.

General Director, Fr. John Connor helps Card. Fernando Vérgez Alzaga celebrate
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Have a Mass celebrated for Fr. Robert or for any of the 
Legionary priests and seminarians featured on these pages. 

Or have your intentions or even those of a 
loved one remembered in a Mass or a Novena.

Visit www.LegionMasses.org today!

Dcn. Thomas White’s father is full of joy for his son.

In a Mass at the Legionaries of Christ Novitiate and 
College of Humanities on August 13th, celebrated by 
General Director Fr. John Connor, LC, three Legionaries 
made their first vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience 
while 23 seminarians renewed their vows before leaving 
for Rome where they will continue on their path to the 
priesthood. Please keep them all in your prayers.

Professions 2022

Above: Three novices made their frst professions on August 13th. (L to R) Br. 
Sterling Foley, Fr. Christopher O’Connor (Novice Instructor), Fr. Joseph Brickner 
(Novice Instructor), Br. Anthony Norton, Fr. John Connor (General Director), Fr. Shawn 
Aaron (Territorial Director), Fr. Nathan Torrey (Assistant to the Novice Instructor), and  
Br. Jacob Ringer

Left: Fr. John Connor, General Director of the Legionaries of Christ receives the 
vow renewals of 23 seminarians befre they leave for Rome.

To Reach People’s Hearts
Fr. Robert Antonio, LC

I currently serve as a dean at Sacred Heart Apostolic School. 
The precandidates (for continuing to the Novitiate in Cheshire) 
are 10th to 12th grade students. It isn’t the missionary life 
I imagined when I joined the Legion, but a core part of the 
Legionary spirituality is forming apostles. Whether these students 
go on to serve God as priests in the Legion or elsewhere, they’ll 
receive a great Catholic formation to build up the Church 
wherever God is calling them. 

I’m looking forward to exercising my priestly ministry, 
whether at the altar or in the confessional, or elsewhere. My 
ordination closes a long path of seminary formation, but the 
vocation is just beginning. The mission is constantly evolving in a 
sense, and there are new opportunities to reach people today. It’s 
one thing to have studied philosophy and theology, but to reach 
people’s hearts is a continuous challenge. Please pray for me.



Nourishing the Soul  |  Fr. Walter Schu, LC

Love Your Enemies 
Matthew 5:43-48

Fr. Walter Schu is currently Chaplain at Divine Mercy University where he teaches several courses including 
the introductory course for the Spiritual Counseling Certificate Program. He earned his doctorate in 

Moral Theology on the topic of Saint John Paul II’s Theology of the Body.

Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But 
I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly 
Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, 
and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. For if you 
love those who love you, what recompense will you have? 
Do not the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet 
your brothers only, what is unusual about that? Do not the 
pagans do the same? So be perfect, just as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.”

1. True Love for Your Enemies: Nowhere does the radical 
newness of the Christian ethic stand out more clearly than 
in Christ’s simple phrase: “Love your enemies.” In his 
book, Love and Responsibility, Pope John Paul II remarks 
that to love someone with truly benevolent love is to will 
God for them, since God is the supreme good of each 
human person. It is precisely love as agape that Christ 
asks from every one of his followers: “Pray for those who 
persecute you.” 

2. “Children of Your Heavenly Father”: Why does Christ 
ask, even demand, of us such a radical form of love? 
Precisely because that is how God the Father loves each 

and every one of his sons and daughters, with no 
consideration of whether they are good or 

evil. “For he makes his sun rise on the bad 
and the good and causes rain to fall on 
the just and the unjust” (cf. Mt 5:45). 

How much the world around us would change if those with 
whom we came into contact perceived in us a love like that 
of the Father of mercies! His love is absolutely without self-
interest. He continues to love and pour forth his gifts even 
when he is not loved in return. Christ calls us to a lofty and 
challenging ideal, but one that is capable of transforming 
lives. What joy could be greater than to be true sons and 
daughters of our heavenly Father?

3. Seeking True Perfection Through Love: Why is Christ 
almost relentless in insisting that we must be perfect—and 
not just a human perfection, but as our heavenly Father 
is perfect? He knows that is the Father’s original plan for 
mankind, from the dawn of creation. “God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them” (Gen 1:27). Christ is well 
aware that sin has darkened the divine image within us, 
that his call to perfect charity is not possible for our fallen 
human nature. But he is equally aware that by the power 
of his own death and resurrection, through the new life of 
the Holy Spirit whom he will send, God’s original plan for 
mankind will be restored. There can be no more powerful 
motive for hope, even in the midst of our own failures in 
charity and our human weaknesses.

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for your radical message, for the 
constant challenge it is to me, never allowing me to become 
complacent or self-satisfied. Help me to be a better witness 
of Christian charity so that the world will believe in you.



Regnum Christi Family  |  Going Where God Needs Us

Camp Eagle’s Cliff 
Celebrating 25 Years of Virtue and Adventure

When Will Jude was just 
nine years old, his father took 
him and his brother on their 
first annual overnight excursion 
to Camp Eagle’s Cliff, and ever 
since then, over the past nearly 
20 years, Will hasn’t missed a 
single camp.

 Camp Eagle’s Cliff is a 
Conquest-affiliated camp 
opened in 1997 by Fr. Kermit 
Syren, LC, in response to Pope 
St. John Paul II’s call to the 
New Evangelization. The camp 
was founded on Conquest’s 

method of youth formation, with a focus on virtue formation, 
excellence, and leadership development. Over the years, Will 
graduated from participating as a young camper to taking on 
various active leadership roles at the camp, including team 
leader, counselor, assistant director, and now director. Will 
has seen first-hand how Camp Eagle’s Cliff provides boys 
and young men with a positive and powerful experience of 
the Catholic faith, one that can stay with them for the rest 
of their lives.

“One of the many testaments proving the success 
of the camp is the number of lifelong friendships that 
develop among the campers,” says Will. “Many of the camp 
counselors were once campers, and the camaraderie and trust 
built over the years between them is rare in today’s world. 

As society becomes more secular, I think it is more important 
than ever that young people are given the opportunity to create 
friendships that are grounded in the beauty of the Catholic 
faith.”

This year is particularly special for Will as the camp’s 
director: Camp Eagle’s Cliff is celebrating 25 years of providing 
an unforgettable summer camp experience that forms character, 
nourishes the soul, and trains in virtue the boys and young men 
that will become the future leaders of society. 

Located on Lake Waukewan in central New Hampshire, 
Camp Eagle’s Cliff features activities and adventures like 
swimming, canoe trips on the Bear Camp River, hikes in  
the White Mountains, nightly bonfires, sports competitions, 
and games like laser tag, paintball, and capture-the-flag.  
The camp often even incorporates field trips, like a visit to  
the nearby amusement park, a trip to a baseball game or local 
ice hockey arena, or an excursion to New Hampshire’s Polar 
Caves Park! Additionally, the camp offers daily Mass, rosary, 
and Gospel reflections, as well morning and night prayers said 
as a community. 

The camp’s unique wilderness setting is considered by Will 
to be key to enhancing the camp’s mission to teach boys and 
young men to become disciples, leaders, and the best Catholics 
they can be. “The camp emphasizes not only the beauty of God’s 
creation in everything that we do, but also what it means to be a 
man of faith today. We make it a priority to show and share with 
the campers here that living the faith can be fun; it is the greatest 
adventure a person could ever live!”

Camp Eagle’s Cliff is open to boys age 9-16. To find out 
more about the camp, visit their website at www.eaglescliff.
com. To find out more about Conquest Youth Ministry, visit 
www.conquestyouthministry.com.

Will Jude, Camp Director
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Don’t just attend Mass...Live it! The key to letting the spiritual wealth of the liturgy 
enrich your life is participating actively in the Mass. This book, through a meditative 
walkthrough of the Mass, from Entrance to Dismissal, as well as meditations on the 
Eucharistic Prayers and their Prefaces, will prepare you to participate more actively in 
the Mass. You will never pray or live the Mass the same way. 

Fr. Nikola Derpich, LC, S.Th.D., received a BA with a double major in Computer 
and Information Sciences and Literature from the University of California at Santa 
Cruz. He worked in the computer industry for seven and half years as a technical 
support engineer and a technical writer. He entered the Legionaries of Christ in 1997, 
and was ordained in 2006.

Some of his assignments since ordination include Associate Pastor at St. Brendan 
the Navigator Catholic Church in Cumming, Georgia, theology professor at Regina 
Apostolorum, and manager and contributor for the RCSpirituality Online Classroom. 
He is currently the superior of the Raleigh apostolate and the territorial dean of studies. 

Book available on Amazon

Maximizing the Mass 
How to Live Liturgical Prayer With All Your Heart and Mind

ARE YOU READY?
Get A Peak at Life Inside Our Seminary!!

Hosts Fr. John Bender and Fr. Nathan Torrey

2022
Virtual Gala

Don’t Miss Our 3rd Annual Virtual Gala
Saturday, November 5th at 7:00PM

www.youtube.com/LCCheshire   or www.LCCheshire.orgWatch live at

For more information contact us at LCCevents@legionofchrist.org
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/LegacyLetters/LegacyLetters

David Obarowski, Esq., Director Dobarowski@LegionOfChrist.org
Office of Planned Living 203-685-0568

“Encourage each other…while it’s still today.” Hebrews 3:13 
If you had time to write just one letter to family and friends, what would you say?

We’ve certainly seen and felt our share this past year, haven’t we? As we ponder and pray on all those mysteries of life and 
death, we ought to also consider everything we want to say, to everyone.

Don’t wait…say it now. We’re told the story of a Legion friend who recently sat with a favorite uncle, talking as 
they usually did about anything and everything mundane. The next day, the uncle was suddenly gone, and our friend is 
troubled now by how he never told his uncle how much that kind man had changed his nephew’s life. 

Don’t wait…say it now. Mitch Albom, author of the bestseller Tuesdays with Morrie, tells the story of his friend 
Morrie who, bearing a deadly disease, organized a “living funeral” months before his passing. As Albom writes: “His family 
and friends all attended, each one rising to speak lovingly of Morrie. He got to hear every word. At the end, Morrie got to 
stand up and tell them how much he loved them as well.”

Don’t wait…say it now. But how? More and more people are choosing to write legacy letters to their family and 
friends. A legacy letter is something separate from your will, and is intended to affirm your faith, state your values, tell 
your stories, impart your wisdom, and to count your blessings for family, friends and future generations..

The cost of writing a legacy letter is zero… though its value is priceless. The legacy letter is a 
wonderful gift to leave to your family at the end of your life. It’s a gift that blesses you, now, in the midst of your own life.

Getting started Here are some ideas from people like you to get you started thinking about your legacy letter… 
• One thing I’ve learned from my faith is… • One thing I’m proud of is…
• One thing I’m most grateful for is…  • I want a great-great grandchild I’ll never meet to know this about me…
• What’s given me the greatest joy in life is… • Looking back on it all, the best advice I could give is…

As a dear friend of the Legion of Christ, we’d be happy to assist you (without cost or obligation, of course) in creating this 
priceless gift for your family, your friends and for future generations.

Please visit our online legacy letter resource (found below) or, if you prefer,  
please feel free to email or call the Director of our Office of Planned Living  
for a personal no-cost conversation as our gift to you.



Our Mission
We work as Jesus did. We reveal his love,
form apostles and send them out to help
build the Kingdom of Christ. We help awaken
the individual and the family to their mission
in life and in the Church.
Who We Are
We are an apostolic movement of evangelization 
composed of four vocations – Legionaries of 
Christ, Consecrated Women, Lay Consecrated 
Men and Lay Members – called to help people 
discover Christ’s love and build his Kingdom.
What We Do
Regnum Christi has a Christ-centered spirituality 
that is lived together in communion with all 
members, in union with the whole Church and 
through a mission to build the Kingdom of Christ.

VOCATIONS OFFICE
Legionaries of Christ 

Fr. Martin Connor, LC 
2023 Eagle Glen Road, Johns Creek, GA 30022

(225) 278-5010 
www.legionvocations.org | vocation@legionaries.org

VOCATIONS OFFICE
Consecrated Women of Regnum Christi 

Adrienne Rolwes 
951 Peachtree Parkway, Cumming, Georgia 30041

(401) 300-9705 | arolwes@regnumchristi.net

MASSES & NOVENAS
Ned Bailey

www.LegionMasses.org 
masses@legionofchrist.org
(800) 532-7478, option #2

OFFICE OF PLANNED GIVING
David Obarowski, Esq.

P.O. Box 1122, Cheshire, CT 06410
(203) 685-0568 

DObarowski@legionofchrist.org

GIFTS IN KIND
Phil Liquori

(203) 530-8778 
phil.liquori@sbcglobal.net

©2022 The Legion of Christ, Incorporated. 
All rights reserved. 
The Legion of Christ Incorporated is a 501(c)(3) 
organization. Your gift is tax-deductible up to  
limits and regulations established by the IRS.

FR. SHAWN AARON, LC
Territorial Director for North America

Legionaries of Christ
30 Mansell Court

Suite 103
Roswell, Georgia 30076

(800) 532-7478
www.regnumchristi.org

www.legionariesofchrist.org

I had no idea I would be coming to Mexico to sleep in a 
hammock with mosquito netting. But thanks to a generous 
donation, everything was paid for. To be honest, I was unsure 
why I was even going to Mexico. The missionaries included 
15 high school girls, the chaplain, Fr. Michael Moriarty, a 
consecrated woman of Regnum Christi, Karla Amezcua, and 
me (NOT a teenager!).

On the first full day, we made our way to Tres Reyes, a 
rural village with cement block homes and thatch roofs. I went 
door-to-door with two teen missionaries to visit the villagers 
and invite them to daily Mass and the Rosary at the church. 

We met a woman, Maria, outside her house and one of 
the missionaries boldly asked in Spanish if we could enter her 
home. She replied with an excited “Sí!” and, once inside, told 
us she had 4-year-old twin girls with problems. Mariam could 
walk, but was almost blind; Mariel could not walk, and got 
around by scooting on her bottom. Both were non-verbal.

Through my teen translator, I told her that I was a speech 
therapist, experienced in treating young children. We worked 
together every day for an hour. I explained about language 
exposure and the importance of vocalizing everything she and 
her husband do with their daughters. 

They made some improvements in 5 short days using 
techniques their parents could continue after we left. I don’t 
know how they will progress, but I know God wanted me on 
this mission to meet this family. He wanted me in Tres Reyes 
to use the gifts he had given me.

Missionaries in Action  |  Witnesses In a Secular World

Br. Stephen Beins, LC – Kensington, Maryland
Br. Santiago Cantón, LC – Mexico City, Mexico

On Our Masthead

Sent for a Reason  by Malorie Leach

Me, Mariam, and her mom on the last day


